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drawn up with all the assistance of senatorial and political
knowledge, and displayed with all the power of eloquence,
a collection of every occurrence for many years, of which
any circumstance could be shown in an unfavourable light,
and a recapitulation of all the measures which have mis-
carried by unforeseen events, or which the populace have
been persuaded to dislike.

In the administration of governments, my lords, many
measures reasonable and just, planned out in pursuance of
a very exact knowledge of the state of things then pre-
sent, and very probable conjectures concerning future
events, have yet failed to produce the success which was
expected; they, have been sometimes defeated by the in-
constancy or dishonesty of those who are equally engaged
in them, and sometimes frustrated by accidents, of which
only providence has the disposal. It will even be allowed,
my lords, that the ministry have been sometimes mistaken
in their conjectures, and, perhaps, deceived by their intel-
ligence, but I will presume to say, it never will be dis-
covered that they willingly betrayed, or heedlessly neg-
lected their trust, that they ever oppressed their country
with unnecessary burdens, or exposed it to be insulted by
foreign powers. Nor will it, perhaps, be found that they
ever appeared grossly ignorant of the publick interest, or
failed to discover any obvious truth, or foresee any proba-
ble contingencies.

But, my lords, I am willing to confess that they cannot
judge of events to come with such unerring and demon-
strative knowledge as their opponents can obtain of them
after they have happened; and they are inclined to pay all
necessary deference to the grfeat sagacity of those wonder-
ful prognosticates, who can so exactly foresee the past.
They only hope, my lords, that, you will consider how
much harder their task is than that of their enemies; they
are obliged to determine very often upon doubtful intelli-
gence, and an obscure view of the designs and inclinations
of the neighbouring powers; and as their informers may be
either treacherous or mistaken, and the interests of other
states are subject to alterations, they may be sometimes